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Report on
"International Day for Biological Diversity" 22nd May, 2016
Celebrations

About the International Day for Biological Diversity, 2016
The UN General Assembly has adopted 22nd May every year as the
International Day for Biological Diversity (IBD). The theme of the IBD is
“Mainstreaming Biodiversity; Sustaining People and their Livelihoods” The theme
emphasizes the importance of biodiversity in sustaining the livelihoods of communities,
particularly in the areas of agriculture, forestry, fisheries, and sustainable tourism.
The thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on
Biological Diversity (COP 13) to be held in Cancun, Mexico from 4 to 17 December
2016 will focus on the mainstreaming of biodiversity within and across sectors, which is
closely linked to this year’s IBD theme.
Logo for this year

Sustainable Agriculture
Biodiversity is the foundation of agriculture. It has enabled farming systems to evolve ever since
agriculture was first developed over 10,000 years ago.
Biodiversity is key for producing food for a growing world population. Every day, agriculture
produces an average of 23.7 million tons of food, provides livelihoods for 2.5 billion people, and
is the largest source of income and jobs for poor, rural households. In developing countries,
agriculture accounts for 29% of GDP and 65% of jobs. Biodiversity has also a proven economic
value for agricultural systems. For instance, bees and other insects that pollinate crops are
estimated to be worth more than US$ 200 billion per year to the global food economy.

Sustainable Fisheries
The fisheries and aquaculture sector is a vital source of livelihoods, nutritious food and economic opportunities, and has a key role to play in meeting one of the world’s greatest challenges: feeding a population set to rise to 9.6 billion people by 2050.
Fisheries and aquaculture play a significant role in eliminating hunger, promoting health and
reducing poverty. Never before have people consumed so much fish or depended so greatly on
the sector for their well-being. Fish is extremely nutritious – a vital source of protein and
essential nutrients, especially for the poor. But fisheries and aquaculture is a source not just of
health but also of wealth. Employment in the sector has grown faster than the world’s
population. Over three billion people depend on marine and coastal biodiversity for their
livelihoods, and marine fisheries directly or indirectly employ over 200 million people. Smallscale fisheries (marine and inland) employ about 90 per cent of those involved in fisheries.
Globally, the market value of marine and coastal resources and industries is estimated at $3
trillion per year or about 5 per cent of global GDP.

Sustainable Forestry
Forests are much more than trees. The biodiversity of these vast biomes span tropical and
temperate areas, and provide the foundation for ecosystem services that support poverty
eradication, food security, medicines, energy and clean water. As the most biologically-diverse
ecosystems on land, forests are home to more than 80 per cent of the terrestrial species of
animals, plants and insects. They provide shelter, jobs and security for forest-dependent communities, with approximately 1.6 billion people relying on forest resources for their livelihoods,
with most of them (1.2 billion) using trees on farms to generate food and cash.
Forests play an important role in both adaptation and mitigation of climate change, as they
provide local ecosystem services relevant for adaptation as well as the global ecosystem service of carbon sequestration, relevant for mitigation. They help protect against natural hazards
such as landslides, help reduce soil erosion and provide short-term relief efforts and long-term
recovery and prevention of future disasters.

Sustainable Tourism
With continued growth and deepening diversification, tourism has become one of the fastest
growing economic sectors, particularly in least developed countries (LDC), in the world. And
because tourism is closely linked to development, it has become a key driver for socioeconomic progress. For areas of unique natural beauty that attract large numbers of visitors, a
healthy biodiversity is one of tourism’s greatest assets and fundamental to its long-term growth.
Tourism helps create jobs, promotes local culture and fuels development. Preliminary results in
the first quarter of 2015, according to the World Tourism Organization, point to 1.18 billion
international arrivals for the year, a 4 per cent increase over 2014, in a sector that generates 1
in 11 jobs globally, contributes about 10 per cent of the world’s gross development product, and
6 per cent of the world´s total exports.
Source: CBD

Report on the celebrations of
“International Day for Biological Diversity” 22nd May 2016
by Telangana State Biodiversity Board

Telangana State Biodiversity Board, Hyderabad under the UNEP-GEFMoEF&CC-ABS Project on "Strengthening the Implementation of the Biological
Diversity Act and Rules with focus on its Access and Benefit Sharing Provisions"India celebrated the "International Day for Biological Diversity" on 22nd May
2016 on the theme of “Mainstreaming Biodiversity; Sustaining People and their
Livelihoods” at Bhaskara Auditorium, Birla Science Museum, near Birla Mandir,

Adharsh Nagar, Hyderabad to increase understanding, awareness, and positive
action surrounding biodiversity issues.
The Chief Guest Shri. Jogu Rammanna, Hon'ble Minister for Environment,
Forests, Science & Technology and BC Welfare, Govt of Telangana, Guests of
Honor Smt. Sunitha
Mahender

Reddy,

Chairperson,

ZP

Rangareddy,

Shri.

P.K. Sharma, IFS,
PCCF,

Head

Forest

Force,

Telangana
Forest

of

State

Department,

Shri. P. Raghuveer,
IFS, Director, Telangana State Forest Academy, Dulapally, Hyderabad, Shri.
M.C.Pargaien I.F.S., Member Secretary, Telangana State Biodiversity Board,
Hyderabad and senior officials from national level institutions (CSIR, ICAR),
universities, Biodiversity Management Committee members, Non Government
Organizations (NGOs), students, and other line departments participated.

Inaugural Session: The
International

Day

Biological

for

Diversity

celebrations

was

inaugurated by Shri. Jogu
Rammanna,

Hon'ble

Minister for Environment,
Forests,

Science

Technology
Welfare,

&

and

BC

Govt

of

Telangana State.

Shri. M.C.Pargaien I.F.S., Member Secretary, Telangana State
Biodiversity Board (TSBDB)
welcomed the delegates and
briefed about Biodiversity and
its

importance,

utilization
resources

of

sustainable

the

with

biological
fair

and

equitable benefit sharing by the
use of biological resources. Also
explained

about

the

achievements of Telangana State Biodiversity Board like creating awareness
about the Biodiversity in the state, Biodiversity Heritage Site (Ameenpur lake),
preparation of People’s Biodiversity Registers, constitution of Biodiversity
Management Committees, etc. and requested the BMC members to support and
encourage toward conservation of Biological resources and Biodiversity Activities
at village level.
Shri. P. Raghuveer, IFS, Addl. PCCF, Director, Telangana State Forest
Academy, Dulapally, Hyderabad briefed about the IBD, 2016 theme on
“Mainstreaming
Sustaining

People

Biodiversity;
and

their

Livelihoods”. He mentioned that few
case studies were presented on
Livelihoods

through

Biodiversity

during the Conference of Parties
(CoP-11) held at Hyderabad. As we
know the people are depending on
Biodiversity, so the human being
needs to protect biological resources.
He explained about the importance of
trees. As per the records a single tree cost is one lakh.
He also mentioned that the Forest Right Act says in all the Grampanchayats in
the Gram Sabhas to pass the resolution for protection of Forest. Even the Biodiversity
Act says to conserve the Biodiversity. He enlightens the Govt schemes like Mission
Kakathiya (Save water), Mission Haritha Haram (Plant trees, Save Forest & Protect
environment), Mission Bhagiratha,etc.

Shri. P.K. Sharma, IFS, PCCF, Head of Forest Force, Telangana State
Forest Department explained about the importance of the day, status of the
forest cover in Telangana State, facts about the Biodiversity in State (Reptiles,
plant species, fauna, etc.).
Biodiversity is the wealth of
human beings. As human
being we need to protect
our

nature

(Biodiversity,

Forest, etc). We are losing
biodiversity

every

day,

around 5000 of life forms
(species) already left from
the nature. As human being we should support to conserve the biological
resources & protect each life form for future generations.
Smt.

Sunitha

Mahender

Reddy,

Chairperson,Zilla Parishad
Rangareddy
the

climate

briefed
change

about
and

Global warming especially as
we humans need to stop the
pollution levels, control the
solid waste and take the
measurements to control the
release of harmful effluents
into the nature. Also avoid the usage of plastic covers (petroleum products). She
mentioned that the environment & biodiversity needs to be protected for future

generations and to take the proper measurements toward water conservation,
preservation of biological resources, etc.

Shri. Jogu Rammanna, Hon'ble Minister for Environment, Forests,
Science & Technology and BC Welfare, Govt of Telangana extended his
wishes to entire world on the occasion of International Day for Biological
Diversity, especially those who are conserving the nature in the world. The
Minister shared his experiences on Biodiversity conservation and his involvement
during the Conference of Parties. He briefed about the implementation of
“Telanganaku Harita Haram” scheme which is successfully implementing by the
Government of Telangana State. The main objective of the scheme is to plant
trees in the State of Telangana.
Each Assembly Constituency
has to plant 40 lakh trees for
three years up to 2019. The
total target is 230 crore plants
up to 2019. Forest areas 100
crore plants, Non Forest Areas
120 Crore Plants, HMDA area
10 Crore Plants to be planted.
o

3300 number of nurseries were made available for raising 41.00
Crore (approx.) seedlings for 2015 planting during 2015 has been
identified in the state.

o

Nurseries will be raised by various agencies involved, Forest
Department, DWMA, Agriculture, Horticulture, Tribal Welfare etc.

Goals
1. National Forest Policy envisages having a minimum of 33% of the total
geographical area under forest / tree cover to maintain environmental
stability and ecological balance which are vital for sustenance of all lifeforms, human, animal and plants.

2. In Telangana State, forest area is 25.16% of the total geographical area.
3. The State Government has initiated a flagship programme, “Telangana Ku
Haritha Haram” for taking massive afforestation activities to increase the
green cover of the state to the desired level of 33% of the total
geographical area.
He suggested that each one us to support and conserve the Biodiversity.
The local people should be aware of the importance of the Biodiversity and they
should be involved to protect the nature and biodiversity. Day by day the natural
resources are disappearing due to climate change, Global warming as well. He
also suggested and requested the citizens of India and people other countries
about the need to take proper measurements towards increasing ground water,
and our 5 elements, All the people need to take up the plantation activities in
their respective areas, rain water to be harvested, proper measurements for

controlling the pollution, Forest cover needs to improved, Biodiversity needs to
improved, Microorganism, birds, animals, reptiles needs to be conserved. He

also mentioned the achievements of TSBDB like establishing the BMCs, PBRs,
Tradable Bioresources, and to support the BMC though Local Biodiversity Fund
for conservation of Biological resources, Swatch Telangana Swatch Hyderabad
programme is being implemented successfully.

At this event, An Informative book on “Our Butterflies” of Khammam
District and 10 Facebook pages (online) dedicated to spread awareness about
Biodiversity, people livelihoods were released by Shri. Jogu Ramanna, Hon'ble
Minister for EFS&T, BC Welfare and with other dignitaries. They were distributed
to Smt. Sunitha Mahender Reddy, Chairperson, ZP Rangareddy, Shri. P.K.
Sharma, IFS, PCCF, Head of Forest Force, Telangana State Forest Department,
Shri. P. Raghuveer, IFS, Director, Telangana State Forest Academy, Dulapally,
Hyderabad, Shri. M.C.Pargaien I.F.S., Member Secretary, Telangana State
Biodiversity Board, Hyderabad and to the other guests.

Awards & Certificates
On the occasion IDB-2016, the Telangana State Biodiversity Board organized
various events like “Digital photography contest on “Flora & Fauna of Telangana
State”, Painting Competition, Biodiversity Model on the theme of IBD, Bird Race
at Ameenpur lake (proposed BHS). The competition winners were awarded
respectively with Prizes & meritorious certificates for the photography winners.
Totally 18 no of Biodiversity Management Committees were identified by the
TSBDB and were felicitated with the Award of excellence for Conservation and
sustainable use of Biological Resources. Also the cultural programmes were
performed on Biodiversity by students of Jawahar Bala Bhavan

Selected 2 BMCs from each district of Telangana State based on the activities
carried out by the BMCs at Village level on Biodiversity
S. No
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

BMC Name
Kamjipur
Cheelapally
Mahabubabad (Municipality)
Chalvai
Kamareddy (Municipality)
Thoompally
Pedakandukuru
Kothagudem
Rajeswaripuram
Thimminenipalem
Mansanpalli
Chintakunta
Karwanga
Jinukunta
Devapur
Seethagondi
Devikonda
Laxmajipally

Mandal
Narayankhed
Shankrampet (A)
Mahabubabad
Govindharaopeta
Kamareddy
Sirikonda
Yadagirigutta
Narayanpur
Nelakondapalli
Chinthakani
Maheshwaram
Dharur
Telkapally
Balmoor
Kazipet
Indervelly
Pegadapally
Jammikunta

District
Medak
Medak
Warangal
Warangal
Nizamabad
Nizamabad
Nalgonda
Nalgonda
Khammam
Khammam
Rangareddy
Rangareddy
Mahaboobnagar
Mahaboobnagar
Adilabad
Adilabad
Karimnagar
Karimnagar

Under the UNEP-GEF-MoEF&CC-ABS project the Telangana State Biodiversity
Board nominated the Indian Institute of Oilseed Research-ICAR, Rajendra Nagar
for UNDP Biodiversity Awards-2016. Under the Successful mechanisms/models
for Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS) category-III received Jury award for
sharing of Benefits to the Biodiversity management Committee, Kothakota and
Kothagudem. Also based on the technology the companies from Kerala,
Maharashtra submitted 7 applications for access to Biological resources (Bt
technology) fro IIOR, Hyderabad. The Benefit sharing may be received an
amount of Rs. 5.00 lakh per year.

Exhibitions on Biodiversity
As part of the celebrations, the exhibition stalls were setup on Medicinal
plants, Agri biodiversity of Telangana State, wild flora, poster presentations on
biodiversity of Telangana state by various institutions viz; Pro. Jaya Shankar
Telangana Agriculture University, World Wildlife Fund for Nature (WWF),
WASSAN, NGO, BMC of Jheri, Seed NGO, Butterfly Conservation Society,
Hyderabad. These stalls attracted the attention of the participants and dignitaries.

The programme was a huge success with about more than 400
participants attended from various line departments like; Telangana State Forest
Department, Telangana State Forest Academy, National Bureau of Plant Genetic
Resources (NBPGR), other CSIR, ICAR, Universities and Students from various
schools including farmers, BMC members taking part in the IDB celebrations.

Digital Photography winner’s photos

Biodiversity models on the theme of IBD.

IDB-2016 Paper Clippings:

